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art back to an infantile love of excrement, would
doubtless offer some simple faecal explanation
for the varieties in our aesthetic passions. One
man loves masses, another lines: the explanation
in terms of coprophily is so obvious that I may be
excused from giving it here. I will content
myself by quoting from the works of Dr. Ernest
Jones, the reason why the worship of form should
come to be connected in so many cases with the
worship of a moral ideal ; in a word, why art Is so
often religious. ' Religion/ says Dr. Jones,fi has
always used art in one form or another, and must
do so5 for the reason that incestuous desires in-
variably construct their phantasies out of the
material provided by the unconscious memory of
infantile coprophilic interests 5 that is the inner
meaning of the phrase, " Art is the handmaid of
Religion." ' Illuminating and beautiful words !
It is a pity they were not written thirty years ago.
I should have liked to read Tolstoy's comments
in What is Art ? on this last and best of the
aesthetic theories.
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